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instance, 'a Central Legislative Chamber . . . Arab members in
charge of Departments, with British Secretaries'.1 In addition,
believing that the declaration of the Prime Minister, "we shall
claim the right as Mandatory Power of Mesopotamia including
Mosul,5 2 signified the end of his long struggle for the inclusion
of Mosul and that the assignment of the Mandates was not far
off, he set about to prepare a Constitution which would both
satisfy H.M. Government and effectively block any Sharifian
manifestos regarding 'Iraq, and at the same time would cast
the administrative machinery in a mould of his own devising.3
He therefore appointed a Committee, with Sir Edgar
Bonham-Carter as Chairman, to formulate constitutional
proposals.1
In London, Mr. Montagu, in the light of recent events, such
as the Dair az-Zur incidents,5 of the Acting High Com-
missioner's telegrams and of the imminent announcement of
the Mandate of 'Iraq for Great Britain, again suggested that a
statement should be made at once of the intention of Great
Britain to set up a National Government in an Arab State
in 'Iraq.
The terms of the announcement, tentatively discussed by
representatives of the Foreign Office and of the India Office,
March s6th, were left to the Interdepartmental Committee.
The Committee, on April isth, agreed that 'Lord Curzon and
Mr. Montagu should formulate an announcement for immediate
1 Telegram No. 3599, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, March
20th, 1920.
2 Parl. Debates, H of C., sth S., Vol. cxxvn (1920), p. 664. This view was
confirmed by a telegram, S/S for India to Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, March
26th, 1920   The latter took advantage of the opportunity to urge that 'including
Mosul' should mean 'all the Mosul Wilayet as administered by the Turks':
Telegram No. 3883, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, March 28th,
1920
3 Telegram No. 3600, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to India Office, March,
2ist, 1920.
4 The committee, usually known as the Bonham-Carter Committee, was also
composed of Col. E. B Howell, Major H. H. F. M. Tyler, CoL F. C C. Balfour,
and Major R. W. Bullard.
5 See Reviev: C Admin,, 1914-1920, pp  133-8,  Also infra., pp. 254 ff.
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